WARDHA SCHEME AND COTTAGE INDUSTRIES  147

Another important function of the caste system
was to provide a place in society for different
racial, social, occupational, or religious groups as
cooperating parts of the social whole, without
losing their own distinctive character and their
separate individual life.

"One important function of caste, perhaps
the most important of all its functions., and
the one which above all others makes caste
in India a unique institution, is, or has
been, to integrate Indian society, to weld
into one community the various competing,
if not incompatible, groups composing it.
Some of these groups have been occupational
or religious. Others, and this is more
important, have been national, political, and
tribal societies that must otherwise have
either been absorbed and transformed or
remained as unadjustive and possibly sub-
versive elements."1

Instead of having internecine conflict, the caste
system developed a scheme of social adjustment
which helped in integrating the different sections
of the people.

1 J. H. Hutton, Caste in India, p.   106.